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SKC Discipline Coalition 

2/22/17 Meeting Recap 
 

Meeting Details 
 

Date:                   Wednesday, February 22, 2017 

Time:                  6-8pm 

Location:            Salvation Army White Center Community Center 
 

Participants 
 

•   Diane Beall (advocate) 

•  Buddy Bennett (advocate) 

•   Abdi Deri (Somali American Parent Association) 

•   Tess Gamez (parent, Seattle Public Schools Equity Race Advisory Committee, SKCDC Advisory Member) 

•   Kris Green (East African Community Services) 

•   Johnny Jefferson (Communities in Schools, Chief Sealth High School) 

•   Naomi Komuro (Child Care Resources) 

•   Cina Littlebird (Northwest Justice Project) 

•   Mahogany Montgomery (SKCDC Advisory Member) 

•   Karen Pillar (TeamChild) 

•   Suzanne Righi (Highline High School) 

•   Reyna Rollolazo (TeamChild) 

•   Annabel Quintero (OneAmerica, ESSA Policy Analyst & Advocate) 

•   Anzhane Slaughter (advocate, UW student) 

•   Emijah Smith (SKCDC Advisory Member) 

•   Mia Stroutsos (Communities in Schools, Chief Sealth High School) 

•   Joyce Yee (League of Education Voters, Campaign for Student Success) 

•   Kimberly Walker (SOAR) 

•   Angeline Thomas (Washington Appleseed) 
 

Discussion 
 

1.   Welcome & Check-ins 
 

Coalition members checked in with their names and entities they’re affiliated with. 
 

2.   SKCDC Overview 
 

Reyna gave a brief overview of the South King County Discipline Coalition. 
 

• Who are we? – We’re a coalition of community members, groups and organizations who share a vision to 

end disproportionate discipline of students of color in South King County that excludes them from school 

and pushes them into the school to prison pipeline. 

• What do we do? – Policy advocacy and supporting and partnering with community led groups creating 

solutions. 

• How do we do this? – We aim to operate with an anti-racist framework – being accountable to communities 

of color and centering parents and students in our work. 
 

 

3.   Discipline Policy Advocacy – Updates & Opportunities 
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Reyna presented and the group discussed current opportunities to impact policy related to how discipline is carried 

out in Washington schools.
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a.   Support K-2 Suspension Bill (Senate Bill 5155) 
 

 

• Background on bill – Senate Bill 5155 is a proposed bill currently in the Washington state legislature. The bill 

would prohibit Washington schools from suspending and expelling students from Kindergarten to 2nd grade. 

The bill would still allow K-2 students to be removed from school for the remainder of a school day and the 

following school day under limited circumstances. 

o Note: This bill is separate and different from the Seattle Public Schools resolution passed by the 

Seattle School board in September 2015, which placed a one-year moratorium on out-of-school 

suspensions for elementary students accused of nonviolent offenses like disruptive behavior and 

general disobedience. 

• Shout out to coalition members for their advocacy! Reyna gave a shout out to coalition members who have 

advocated to support the bill: Mahogany Montgomery, Demetria Roundtree, Karen Terrado, Khadijah Toms, 

Nathan Thomas 

• Update on bill – Where is the bill in the legislative process? – The bill unanimously passed out of the Senate 

Early Learning and K-12 committee. Now, the bill is in the Senate Rules Committee, which will decide 

whether to send the bill to the floor of the Senate for a vote. The full Senate needs to vote to support the 

bill by March 8, 2017. Then the bill would need to go through the House. 

•   How can we support the bill now? – Contact Senate Leadership to ask for their support of SB 5155. 

Leadership members are: 
 

Majority Caucus 
o Majority Leader Mark Schoesler, 360- 787-7620,  Mark.Schoesler@leg.wa.gov 
o Majority Caucus Chair Randi Becker, 360-786-7602,  Randi.Becker@leg.wa.gov 
o Majority Floor Leader Joe Fain, 360-786-7692,  Joe.Fain@leg.wa.gov 

 

Minority Caucus 
o Democratic Leader Sharon Nelson,360- 786-7667,  Sharon.Nelson@leg.wa.gov 
o Democratic Caucus Chair John McCoy, 360-786-7676,  John.McCoy@leg.wa.gov 
o Democratic Caucus Vice Chair Lisa Wellman, 360-786-7641,  Lisa.Wellman@leg.wa.gov 
o Democratic Floor Leader Marko Liias 360-786-7640,  Marko.Liias@leg.wa.gov 

 

b.   Influence Implementation of Opportunity Gap Bill (HB 1541) 
 

 

• Background on HB 1541—In 2016 our state legislature made some changes to Washington discipline law 

with the “Opportunity Gap Bill” or HB 1541. Below is a summary of relevant changes, but more information 

is available at  https://skcdisciplinecoalition.com/info-resources/: 
 

 

o New time limits on expulsions – no more than 1 “academic term” 
o New limits on the reasons students can be suspended or expelled – no more use of 

suspension/expulsion as “discretionary discipline” 
o Requirement to provide access to education during suspension or expulsion 
o Re-engagement meetings after long-term suspensions must be culturally responsive and sensitive 
o Districts must also inform families of school rules and discipline policies and engage communities in 

reviewing them. 
• What happens now that the law changed? – Now, the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), 

the state agency that oversees K-12 public education, has the task of implementing these changes through 
creating online training modules for district and school staff and re-writing the state’s discipline 
regulations, which are rules that all school districts in Washington must follow. There are opportunities for 
parents, students, families and other community members to influence both the training modules and the 
discipline regulations. For example, community members can voice their views on what it means for schools 
to be “culturally responsive”, how schools should engage families, and what type of educational services 
students should receive while out of school on suspension or expulsion.

mailto:Mark.Schoesler@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Randi.Becker@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Joe.Fain@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Sharon.Nelson@leg.wa.gov
mailto:John.McCoy@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Lisa.Wellman@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Marko.Liias@leg.wa.gov
https://skcdisciplinecoalition.com/info-resources/
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• What are discipline regulations and how can we (parents, students, advocates, community members) 
influence them? – Discipline regulations written by OSPI are rules that all Washington school districts must 
follow. These regulations will further guide school districts on how to implement the new law changes 
related to discipline. In efforts to bring community voice to OSPI and to influence the writing of the discipline 
regulations early on in the process, the SKCDC hosted a Community Dialogue on Discipline (including OSPI) in 
December 2016. The SKCDC also created and disbursed a survey on changes to the discipline regulations, 
and submitted survey responses to OSPI in January. There is still further opportunity to influence these 
regulations. OSPI will release to the public their proposed regulations, likely in March. There will be at least 
one public hearing where community members can submit oral and written testimony. Reyna will keep the 
SKCDC informed on when and where hearing(s) will take place. 

• What are the training modules and how can Parents influence them? – The training modules will be made 
available online on OSPI’s website and are intended to provide guidance to district and school staff on 
different aspects of carrying out discipline in schools. South King County Parents (including parents in South 
Seattle) can influence these modules by participating in a South King County Parent Focus Group hosted by 
OSPI and Education Northwest the evening of Wednesday, March 8 at Rainier Beach Library. For more 
details or to RSVP, contact  reyna.rollolazo@teamchild.org. 

 

c.    Influence Washington’s plan for Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

 
Annabel Quintero (parent advocate from OneAmerica, coalition partner and ESSA policy analyst and strategist) has 
been doing a lot of work to educate immigrant communities and communities of color about ESSA and to gather 
community input on Washington’s ESSA plan. Annabel previously presented on ESSA at our October coalition 
meeting, and she joined our meeting again to provide us with an overview of the following: 

 
•   What is ESSA? 

o ESSA is a federal law, formerly known as No Child Left Behind 
o Originally the law was called the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
o Rooted in the civil rights movement, ESSA: 

▪   Desegregated schools 
▪   Funded children of color (Title VI) 
▪   Funded children living in poverty (Title I) 

o Essentially, the purpose of the law was to support students living in poverty and students of color 
o Each state decides their own ESSA plan 

•   ESSA Accountability tool: School Report Card 

o A major component of the law is the accountability piece. Accountability systems are the set of 
policies and practices that a state uses to measure how schools are performing for students, reward 
those that are serving all of their students well, and prompt improvement in those that are not. 

o One of the “accountability tools” that Annabel has focused on getting community feedback on has 
been school report cards. 

o See a sample school report card here:  http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/summary.aspx?year=2015- 
16&schoolId=100&reportLevel=District&yrs=2015-16. 

•   Community feedback on how Discipline should be folded into the School Report Card 
o The school report card can include measures related to discipline. For example, communities 

Annabel has met with want school report cards to: 
▪   Track the number of hours spent outside the classroom due to suspensions or expulsions 
▪   Disaggregate discipline by race 
▪ Track school programs such as: Social Emotional, arts, music, dual language, after school, 

tutoring 
o The group discussed issues with reporting/tracking. Often, students are escorted out of school 

without any written record or documentation. 

•   Next steps and opportunities to get involved 
o OSPI will submit Washington’s plan to the federal government in the fall, meaning there’s time for 

community members influence the state’s plan. 
o Annabel, along with other community groups and partners, are requesting a meeting with State 

Superintendent Reykdal to share community feedback directly with him, learn how community

mailto:reyna.rollolazo@teamchild.org
http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/summary.aspx?year=2015-16&schoolId=100&reportLevel=District&yrs=2015-16
http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/summary.aspx?year=2015-16&schoolId=100&reportLevel=District&yrs=2015-16
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input will be integrated, and discuss what meaningful input from our communities looks (i.e. how 
we can work together in the future). 

o If you or your group/org want to sign on to the letter for a meeting with the State 
Superintendent, contact Reyna at  reyna.rollolazo@teamchild.org or Annabel Quintero at 
fundtitle1@gmail.com. 

•   Additional discussion 
o We have to be watching at what Congress is doing. Will there be funding for Title I schools? For 

Special Education? 
 

4.   Additional Topics & Information Discussed: 
 

 

•   Resources on legislative process and proposed bills from League of Education Voters (LEV) – Joyce Yee of 

LEV offered the following resources: 

o Washington Legislature 101:  http://educationvoters.org/resources/washington-legislature-101/ 

o Legislative Bill Tracker (including SB 5155 and other education-related bills): 

http://educationvoters.org/resources/bill-tracker/ 

o LEV Legislative Priorities Phone Calls every Friday 10-11AM: LEV’s policy team holds phone calls 

every Friday morning to provide updates on education bills, and community members are welcome 

to join. For call-in information, contact Joyce Yee at  joyce@educationvoters.org. 

•   Campaign for Student Success – Learn more about this campaign related to equitably funding Washington 

schools:  http://stand.org/washington/blog/2017/01/12/campaign-student-success-kicks 
 

 

5.   Check-Out 
 

Coalition members checked out by sharing with the group areas they’re interested in delving deeper into: 
 

•   What can we do and build for our own communities? What does it look like to divest from this educational 

system that’s failing our kids? Look into charter schools. 

• Parents and families recognizing and engaging their power! Spreading awareness to parents and families on 

their rights and discipline policy. 

• Difficulty of immigrant families with understanding school system and the differences between special 

education and ELL programs 

•   Teacher cultural competency 

o Change college requirements to include more robust cultural competency training 

o Ongoing cultural competency education 

•   Teacher work force diversity 

o People of color as teachers and counsellors 

• Washington Appleseed offered to mobilize their resources to support the coalition: taking an issue to court, 

creating a guide for parents, creating a report to shed light on something that needs exposre 

•   Funding to tutoring and other supplemental services 

•   Transparency and accurate reporting 

• How can we support an educational system that allows students to be full people rather than be limited by 

binaries (which creates mental health issues as adults)? 

•   Power map to understand the players at each level (federal, state, local) 
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